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-iCatherme Hrll Bay

. Attendance of the 3 representatwes of the Catherlne Hill Bay Progress Assocratron at ‘1 Regrcn:l
: Forum and the Charette of 2 =3 0. August does not |mply acceptance
-outcomes of the charette process

~Qur- representatlves cutlrned the d:ssatrsfactron of the communrty wrth the conduct and reportmg i -

rélation to the commun:ty workshops ‘held at’ Swansea RSL on'2: and 4’ August 2007 These workshops e :

were clearly structured to prevent mean:ngful discussion of commumty expectatrons and concerns. The
process mvolved a serres of superﬁcral questrons and the recordrng of Irmrted responses These _
: responses were fater: manrpulated by Coal & AIIred and formed mput tothe Southern Estate Charette

- Guide, dated August 2007 : : : SRR

"~ The communltres of Catherrne Hi" Bay and Nords Wharf regard the outcomes reported to be
.. Inaccurate’ and misteading. An example of this is evident through a comparrson of table 3, P 26 and
table 5, pp 27 and-28 of the Southern Charettes Reference Guide. In‘table 3 it. shou]d be noted that
Catherrne Hill Bay attendees recorded 58 objectrons to development under the.category of n
development" Other issues were’ then classified according to a Ievel of srgmf cance based on. the
frequency of mentions. “This:is. an‘invalid methodo[ogy All issues raised were of the hrghest priority.
' Tab]e 5 contradicts. table 3. by noting that open space Is a low pnorrty for Catherine Hill Bay residents;
* that vrsual rmpacts are a medrum priorrty, and that development yrelds are also ‘a low priotity,- thls is
s clearly failacious. Thls mlsrepresentatlon undermmes our confi idence in the methodology used by
~Coal & Allied. "~ '

~ The lack of objective analysis of the exrstrng condition and appropriate summaries of new condutron
‘required & large amount of the time to-be spent educatrng some of the consultants on basic issues.
While the community was: clear on therr lpreference forno development they were prepared to discuss
~ advantages and drsadvantages of vanous optrons These posrtrons were general!y disregarded:in the

o ‘resulting. optlons that were prepared

Since 1994, Cathenne Hrll Bay Progress Association has regularly surveyed community attitudes and
'pnontres Immedrately prior; to the Swansea workshop, _Catherrne Hill Bay residents met on the 20" May
2007 m prepsratron The commumty was unanrmous in descrrbmg the key attrrbutes of our vr[lage
as: . . DR : | | % ‘
. The village is seen as an hrstoncally linked group of settlements wrth surroundrng bush]and and coastal

landscapes s .

.. The streetscape along Flowers. Drive and-the three main side roads has rntact features frorn rts crrgrn as..
a planned.mining. vrllage the srngle storey houses all srmllar and with bush or coastai vrews, glve an.
rntactness tothe settlement . ' R

' :Relative isolation from other ccmmunrtres i seen as a posliive, wrth mentron of the communrty sprrrt
friendliness and frust. between resrdents and visitors. However, the: rntrusron of trarl brkes and traffic: rs a
-wrdespread concemn. Whrte some re5|dents want better moblle phone receptron others are happy to
- have no receptron : o

. Infrastructure is mrnrmal and facrlrtres are lrmrted to the Fire Statlon bowllng club and recreatron reas_
~ like the oval and playground The bo "'lang clubs promirient fagade is not hrghly regarded There '

‘strong. communrty sprrrtwnth drversrty -of people from different backgrounds. Strong frrendshlps good :
T nerghbours and low cr= o rates give a- country town feel to the place L 4 :
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Whrle there is genera! agreement that the town is-an historical plage, many specific aspects are-highly
valued These mclude :

'_ & -The Iayout of t_he town W|th |ts nbbon developmentand grassy commons adjacent all houses. sef in

..bushland
s:-_mee-Camp—*-- '
e Middle Camp

= Cemetery
: s‘_':' '--'Sawmlll Camp

m _.Hrstonc houses those whrch are vrrtually unaltered smce construction-a. century ago as well as '
k those stlll iet by Coal &Allted S A .

= _School and |ts Norfolk Island Panes

5 Tennls court and clubroom

he: grassed open common areas that have been malntarned and used as recreational sp_ac_eby the

' communltyfor‘IOOyears E -
. --'Ral!way
e 'iJstty._ o

ooE Churches

' Bush lagoon and surf are seen as dommant features of the area and the integratron of townscape with
landscape is highly valued Resrdents comment about the communal grassed open space to the east : 3
' and west of Flowers Drlve and also descrlbe the: prcturesque houses’ of Middle Camp. =

ln summary the community was- very united about its priorities and restated what has been reinforced
over along trme by comrnumty surveys They desire; . :

g No development because of the hentage and enwronmental sensrtlvrty of the area.

u ':No development because of C&As prevrous commltment o return 100 percent of thelr lands to g
_open space upon the cessatron of mining, £

. No devetopment because of the understandmg by community that Coal & Allied would honour that
promtse

L The Bay and Middle Camp comprtse Cathenne Hrll Bay

. .Leave a vrsual and landscape buffer outsrde of the grassed commons to protect envrronmental :
' value to the whole area :

TR Traffi ic problems should be: acknowledged and not be. exacerbated by any future outcomes

- We reiterate that the hentage S|gn|t" cance of Mrddle Camp and Catherrne HillBay is. more than srmply

the built form of houses on their lots. Itjs the nbbon of the houses set in their open grassed commons. -

These commons have formed. communal space for 100 years. All of this is located wrthm the broader
o bushtand sett:ng Thrs total ensemble is hrstoncally srgmt‘oant : e

'We also note that durmg days ong and two of the_:charette referenoe was frequentiy made to the.
... Supposed endorsement of the quantum of devel m nt by. experts within both the Department of
R _:_Plannmg and the Bepartment of Enwrn_nment Conservatlon Publrcty available documents
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_' record edv:ce ‘from semor Depaﬁmental experts that Catherlne Hill- Bay is. not smtable for
deveIopment ' - : : ' '

The May- 2006 Draft Cablnet Report titled Rewew of Major Hunter Landholders Development and
Conservaﬂon Proposa!s rewews the. proposal from Coal & Allied and others for development potential
on their lands. “The’ Walierah Pemnsu[e is chh in biodlver51ty as well as providing keystone
conservation Ian_decape that I:_mlﬁs _two sels o_f coastal habitat (littoral and estuarine). The proposed
development areae expand on the: 'existing settlements of Catherine Hill Bay, Moonee, Nords Wharf and
7 Gwanda[an In the case of Catherlne Hi!l Bay the proposed. development dwarfs the existing coastal
wllage The development area proposed for Catherlne Hill Bay is net appropriate fo the scale or location
- of exlstmg eettlements The: Coa[ and A!ired Iands are of such significance that even without dedication
the. Department of Enwronment and Conservetlon will seek: aoqmsntzon usmg funds ralsed through
:nfrastructure lev:es - : : : '
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