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$11.5m utilities bill not settled

FEARS that ratepayers will be left with an $11.5 million bill to pay for infrastructure at Catherine Hill Bay have been raised in a Lake Macquarie City Council report. 

The report said a concept plan that developer Rosecorp submitted to the Department of Planning for its proposal for 600 houses at the bay had not adequately addressed infrastructure needs. 

The council would be left with an $11.5 million funding shortfall if Planning Minister Frank Sartor did not require Rosecorp to help fund infrastructure, the report said. 

Mr Sartor said yesterday he expected the developer would make a contribution at least equivalent to the Section 94 developer contributions councils require. 

"One of the things the Department of Planning has been asked to examine is the whole question of what demand for infrastructure would arise from this development," Mr Sartor said. 

The report said the council would need to fund this shortfall or decide that the level of facilities provided for residents of Catherine Hill Bay be significantly lower than average. 

"Currently, there is extremely limited community infrastructure at Catherine Hill Bay," the report said. 

Under council laws, developers must help pay for libraries and services for young, old and disabled people, the report said. 

The report said the development would need a primary school, improved bus services, medical services and an Australia Post agency. 

Rosecorp has promised a Rural Fire Service building for the area. 

The report said Rosecorp should provide an analysis of the need for community facilities arising from the development. 

It said the concept plan had not "recognised the need to provide for any sporting facilities". 

Two parks with play equipment, a full-sized sports field, junior sports field, cricket pitch, tennis court, netball court and a large coastal park would be needed, the report said. 

While the Rosecorp plan included a village green and "pocket parks", the report said they were inadequate. 

Catherine Hill Bay Progress Association secretary Brian Cogan said the council could be left with a hefty infrastructure bill. 

Rosecorp managing director Bryan Rose said he was confident the matters would be addressed "as the planning process moves forward". 
