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Catherine Hill Bay plan blocked

August 31, 2009 - 4:55PM 

NSW government approval to build 600 houses in a small coastal mining village south of Newcastle has been blocked by the Land and Environment Court.

The concept plan by development firm Rose Group for Catherine Hill Bay was approved in September 2008 by the then planning minister Frank Sartor.

But that concept plan, as well as a project application for another 187 houses at nearby Gwandalan have now been ruled invalid by the court.

Planning Minister Kristina Keneally said the government would not appeal the court's decision and would not introduce retrospective legislation to allow the proposal to proceed.

Ms Keneally said in a statement that if the Rose Group did wish to proceed with the proposal it would not be assessed by her, but would be sent to the Independent Planning Assessment Commission.

This is due to the fact that the company made donations to the Labor Party, Ms Keneally said.

Greens MP Sylvia Hale welcomed the court decision but said Ms Keneally's statement invited the developer to apply again and have it assessed by her "hand-picked" commission.

"A great victory for the environment and for residents and concerned citizens of the Central Coast may now be snatched away by the government to the benefit of one of Labor's biggest financial sponsors," Ms Hale said.

