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Councillors want ban on donations 

Friday 2 May, 2008 12:01am 

A ROW over developer contributions threatens to paralyse Wyong Council.

Two councillors have called for a ban on all political and developer contributions to councillors.

But they were criticised as hypocrites for taking developer contributions themselves.

Independent councillors Doug Eaton and Greg Best called a press conference on Wednesday when they signed a statutory declaration promising to fund their own campaigns in September.

The move was sparked by the council's inability to deal with a major development at last week's meeting when four councillors declared an interest.

Ron Stevens, Warren Welham and Kath Forster have previously declared significant conflicts of interest because the developer had donated to both the Liberal and Labor parties before the 2004 local government elections.

Cr Brenton Pavier declared a pecuniary conflict because the development was a direct conflict with his family business.

A quorum could not be raised and general manager Kerry Yates referred the issue to Local Government Minister Paul Lynch for advice.

On Wednesday, councillors Eaton and Best said they would also ask the council to support a motion calling on all candidates to sign similar statutory declarations.

Cr Best said: "Personal funding of council election campaigns is affordable."

WYONG Mayor Warren Welham has accused councillor Greg Best of hypocrisy over a move to ban political donations.

"I am not sure what he's trying to achieve, but it's definitely a case of the pot calling the kettle black," Cr Welham said.

Information available on the Election Funding Authority's website showed Cr Best received more than $55,000 in donations for his State election campaign last year. The largest donations were from developers, including $9000 from Coastal Hamlets Pty Ltd, Woolloomooloo; $5000 from Buildev Development Pty Ltd, Newcastle; $5038 from Transnational Investment Pty Ltd, Tuggerah; $5000 from Terrace Tower Holdings Pty Ltd, Double Bay; and, $5000 from Stevens Holdings Pty Ltd, Erina.

An internal council report obtained by the Central Coast Express Advocate linked Coastal Hamlets Pty Ltd with Rosecorp, the developers behind Catherine Hill Bay and Gwandalan projects.

The report also showed Cr Best had debated and voted on issues impacting on those developments.

At a press conference on Wednesday, Cr Best said he had received developer contributions for his State election campaign but could not recall whether he had gone on as a councillor to vote on the projects of those developers.[image: image1][image: image2.png]
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