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Developments opposed 

COMMUNITY groups disillusioned with large developments planned for sensitive Hunter sites will join forces to try to protect their areas. 

The proposed developments include 7200 dwellings at Branxton, 600 at Catherine Hill Bay and 5000 north of Raymond Terrace. 

The State Government's Lower Hunter Regional Strategy, issued last month, would allow these developments. 

The groups want the Government to reconsider the strategy to "greater protect native vegetation and produce more sustainable urban development". 

They will gather at a community forum at Newcastle Trades Hall on November 23. 

They will also seek an urgent meeting with Planning Minister Frank Sartor. 

Mr Sartor will allow 7200 lots to be developed on the Huntlee site at Branxton, formerly known as Sweetwater, in return for Hardie Holdings handing over 867 hectares to the Government for conservation and 17 hectares as a reserve for a rare plant. 

Sweetwater Action Group spokesman Bob Brough said the groups were hoping for strength in numbers. 

"We're aiming to have some sense put into the development procedures," he said. 

"Frank Sartor seems to have carte blanche over everything." 

Port Stephens Eco Network, which opposes the Kings Hill development north of Raymond Terrace, said it was concerned about the loss of natural habitat. 

"The Government is dividing people, we want to unite people," network secretary Darrell Dawson said. 

Catherine Hill Bay Progress Association president Sue Whyte said Rosecorp's plans for the Bay would obliterate the town's heritage. 

