The Newcastle Herald
Catherine Hill Bay cottages protected

BY MICHELLE HARRIS

09 Nov, 2010 01:00 AM

The villages of Catherine Hill Bay and Middle Camp have been added to the state's heritage list and new guidelines for development on the South Wallarah Peninsula have been completed. 

The new planning controls for Rose Group land south of Catherine Hill Bay and at Gwandalan re-establish areas to develop and conserve. 

Planning Minister Tony Kelly said the listing conveyed the state's highest protection for the iconic cottages of the villages, which were an important cultural link to the state's early mining and maritime industries. 

The new planning policy sets out zonings and other land use controls, which would allow only "low density residential development" in certain areas and would protect the beachfront and headland, Mr Kelly said. 

The Rose sites include plans for about 600 houses and 187 dwellings at Gwandalan. 

The Catherine Hill Bay Progress Association had voiced concerns the policy would allow inappropriate development in an environment zone. 

Mr Kelly said the government had made amendments since the policy's public exhibition in July. 

The changes included the exclusion of "community facilities" as a permissible land use in an environmental zone, to remove the possibility of non-council owned development in sensitive areas. 

A development control plan would have to be prepared before any development could go ahead in the "low-density" zone. 

Only bed and breakfast accommodation, home-based child-care, home industries and information and education sites would be allowed within the 20-metre curtilage of the Jetty Masters Cottage and Wallarah House, with buildings restricted to a five-metre height. 

Mr Kelly said the policy would deliver a "balanced" outcome for the area and housing to cater for the region's projected growth. 

