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DEBATE is hotting up over land supply – where and how much housing the Hunter needs to meet growth after Lake Macquarie City Council reported an excess of 5000 residential lots on its urban fringe. 

The Housing Industry Association, the Property Council of Australia and the Urban Development Institute of Australia, organisations which represent development and construction companies, say more land should be released for new housing in ‘‘greenfield’’ sites. 

Lake Macquarie Council’s view is that to meet targets set under the Lower Hunter Regional Strategy in its area, housing growth should be in existing urban or infill centres, such as Glendale-Cardiff, Charlestown and Morisset, where there are existing services and infrastructure. 

Greenfield developments were not a priority, the council stated. 

Infill developments were more environmentally, socially and economically sustainable, the council said. 

The Rose Group’s proposed 554-lot development at Catherine Hill Bay was not needed because the proposed dwellings ‘‘will be isolated from employment opportunities and will result in an inefficient extension of services’’, the council said. 

Urban Development Institute of Australia chief executive officer Stephen Albin said the council report was a good reason not to return planning powers to councils. 

Mr Albin said there were only 374 new homes produced in the Hunter in 2009-10. 

‘‘If you are not producing new houses you are putting a limit on growth,’’ Mr Albin said. 

The debate has highlighted a conflict between how to meet the need for housing and population growth and industry’s push for profits. 

‘‘You are not making the same profit margin out of infill as you do out of greenfield sites,’’ Mr Albin said. 

He said the government’s NSW Urban Development Program, which releases land for housing, needed updating and new ways should be developed to pay for infrastructure rather than building those costs into the price of house and land packages. 

Mr Albin said the Rose Group was not a member of his organisation and he declined to comment on specific projects. 

The NSW government is yet to decide whether the Rose plan will be determined by the council or a state authority. 

Of equal uncertainty is whether government and industry will co-operate to provide planned and affordable accommodation for the Hunter’s growing population. 

