
Author: DAMON CRONSHAW LAKE MACQUARIE
Publisher: Fairfax
Publication: Newcastle Herald, Page 3 (Tue 27 Feb 2007)
Edition: Late
Section: News

Council opposes 'outrageous' plan

SYDNEY developer Rosecorp's plans to develop 600 houses at Catherine Hill Bay came under fire at last night's Lake Macquarie City Council meeting. 

The council is powerless to do anything about the development because state Planning Minister Frank Sartor made himself consent authority. 

The council was left with the same option as the public, that is, to send a submission to the Department of Planning. 

Mayor Greg Piper said the plan was outrageous. 

"Catherine Hill Bay will never be the same," Cr Piper said. 

"There is no way the heritage character and village atmosphere of Catherine Hill Bay can survive with this development on its doorstep." 

Rosecorp struck a deal with Mr Sartor last year to develop 600 houses on 60 hectares in return for handing over 314 hectares for a national park. 

"There is not one sound planning principle applying to the agreement," Cr Piper said. 

Cr Laurie Coghlan said almost every resident in Catherine Hill Bay was up in arms over the deal. 

"I fear the poor people will be burdened with a development that will destroy the last of the little mining hamlets we have," Cr Coghlan said. 

He said a website created to oppose the development had received more than 1 million hits since last October, a level of support he had never seen before. 

Cr John Jenkins moved that the council write to the department to outline its opposition to any development that affects the bay's heritage values, which the council supported. 

The council will send a submission that says the bay had not previously been identified as a suitable location for urban growth because it was isolated, lacked community infrastructure and had heritage and biodiversity values. 

Rosecorp insists the scale and appearance of the planned houses would remain consistent with the village. 

"The proposal achieves a balance between desirable conservation and sensitive development," it said. 

The council's submission said housing was planned "too close to the cliff face", which was eroding. 

It said a planned shopping area on Montefiore Street would be better next to the surf or bowling clubs. 

Caption :RESISTANCE: Catherine Hill Bay residents are opposed to the plan to build 600 houses in the village.

