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Couple sees trouble on horizon for quiet village life

THEY have lived in Catherine Hill Bay for more than 60 years and intend to stay there for the rest of their lives. 

But Barry and Pauline Wiltshire fear they will end up living in a suburb they dislike. 

They say plans for 900 houses in the village of 100 homes will destroy its character. 

"Having a thousand houses in the place will ruin it," Mr Wiltshire, 69, said. 

He said Rosecorp's plan for 600 houses and Coal & Allied's proposal for 300 houses would be incompatible with the village. 

"It's a nice little town and it should stay that way," Mr Wiltshire said. 

The Wiltshires have happy memories of growing up and bringing up their two sons in the village. 

Mr Wiltshire moved to the bay when he was four and spent 32 years working in one of its coalmines, following in his father's footsteps. 

"We moved away for a few years to Gateshead after we were married and we couldn't get back quick enough; we'll never leave here," Mr Wiltshire said. 

They bought a miner's cottage in the early 1960s for ?400 pounds. It is now worth more than $500,000. 

"The kids grew up here and ran wild around the place swimming and riding their motorbikes," Mr Wiltshire said. 

"When I was young, I used to ride through the bush and set rabbit traps and swim at the beach and creek. It was terrific." 

Mrs Wiltshire, 67, said she knew something would have to happen at Catherine Hill Bay eventually. 

" . . . but I don't support what is planned," she said. 
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