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Court overturns 'biased' Govt planning decision
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Former Planning Minister Frank Sartor approved the development. (AAP: Mark Graham)

Residents opposed to a large coastal housing development near Newcastle have had a win, with the New South Wales Government's approval of the project quashed by a court.

The Gwandalan Summerland Point Action Group took legal action over the approval of the Rose Group's plans for 800 homes at Gwandalan and Catherine Hill Bay. 

Residents questioned a land swap arrangement and also claimed there would be massive overdevelopment. 

The Land and Environment court today agreed, declaring the Government's approval void. 

The court found Planning Minister Frank Sartor was the driving force in negotiations with the developer and that his approval was affected by a reasonable apprehension of bias.

Justice David Lloyd also found a lay observer might readily think that Mr Sartor had already made his mind up, before receiving the relevant reports. 

Residents' spokesman Kevin Spencer is thrilled. 

"It just shows that you can beat the institution if they don't do things properly," he said. 

The case could have implications for a $1.8 billion residential project at Branxton in Hunter Valley.

