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DEVELOPER Rose Group is set to save millions of dollars under a proposed infrastructure agreement for its 554-lot subdivision plan at Catherine Hill Bay, residents say. 

Rose Group plans to pay $780,900 to the state government for infrastructure and to upgrade the intersection of Montefiore Street and the Pacific Highway. 

Under a state plan for the Lower Hunter, major developers will pay $8780 in state infrastructure taxes for each average-sized lot they develop. 

The previous Labor state government excluded Rose Group’s Catherine Hill Bay plan from the new tax proposal, which is called the Lower Hunter Special Infrastructure Contribution. 

Instead, Rose Group will contribute $1353 a lot and do roadworks, but the company would not say how much the roadworks would cost. 

Catherine Hill Bay Progress Association president Sue Whyte said Rose Group’s infrastructure plan was ‘‘inadequate and unjust’’. 

Ms Whyte said the group would pay $7.6million towards infrastructure if it was treated the same as other Hunter developers under the proposed new tax. 

But Rose Group managing director Bryan Rose said referring only to his company’s planned cash contribution of $780,900 was a ‘‘misrepresentation’’ of the facts. 

Mr Rose said it failed to recognise other planned roadworks and the ‘‘dedication of land to the public domain to ensure continued protection of the heritage values of Catherine Hill Bay’’. Lake Macquarie City Council said its calculations showed Rose Group should pay $10million towards ‘‘local infrastructure’’, in addition to state infrastructure costs. 

The Newcastle Herald asked the office of new Planning Minister Brad Hazzard if the Liberal government would maintain the exclusion. 

The minister’s office directed the question to the Department of Planning. 

A department spokeswoman said the infrastructure to be provided under the new tax was ‘‘located a considerable distance from Catherine Hill Bay’’. 

