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Developer’s Protest a bit rich

THE man behind a controversial development at a pristine coastal village is leading the fight against the building of a home for seniors in his own exclusive beachside suburb.
Rose Group owner Bob Rose lives in Ocean Rd, Palm Beach, on Sydney's Northern Beaches, and is strenuously objecting to the development of six townhouses for seniors above the suburb's ocean-washed pool.

But, despite objecting to development in his own backyard, Mr Rose's company plans to build up to 600 homes in the tiny former mining town of Catherine Hill Bay, south of Newcastle.

His company's plan will swamp the tiny community of just 153 people with huge numbers of new residents and has met with outrage from locals who want to see the area's unique environmental and social heritage protected.

They have been fighting the plans, now being considered by Planning Minister Frank Sartor, for more than a year and are disgusted that the man they think will ruin their backyards is so precious about his own.

"I just think its absolutely hypocritical," Catherine Hill Bay Progress Association president Sue Whyte said. 

"He's willing to destroy something as beautiful as Catherine Hill Bay but he won't accept such a small development (in his own suburb)."

Mr Rose made a submission to Pittwater Council through Don Fox Planning last month objecting to the seniors home development on the grounds it would be of excessive height and bulk and out of scale with surrounding low-density residential development.

The submission also called the Palm Beach plans an over-development of the site and raised concerns it would set an undesirable precedent in this environmentally sensitive coastal locality.

This makes the Catherine Hill Bay residents angry, because they used similar arguments to oppose Mr Rose's proposed development in their town.

For the first time yesterday, locals got together with residents from nearby Nords Wharf and Gwandalan to work out a plan to tackle planned developments on the whole Wallarah Peninsula.

The five proposed developments will bring up to 1800 dwellings and up to 6000 new residents to the 10km long, 2.5km wide peninsula.

The communities are banding together to tackle the Rose Group and Coal & Allied plans, which are treated as state significant and are controlled by the State Government.

 

Mr Rose could not be contacted for comment yesterday

