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Development deadlines loom for coastal hamlet
RESIDENTS in the picturesque mining village of Catherine Hill Bay face a pincer movement from two developments, with deadlines looming for the community's chance to influence where and how many houses will be built.

Construction of up to 900 homes could go ahead this year if residents fail in their attempt to have the projects scaled back. In the last census there were only 153 people in the coastal hamlet, 100 kilometres north of Sydney.

A report by an independent panel of experts on a Rose Corp project for 600 houses is being assessed by the Department of Planning before being sent to the Planning Minister, Frank Sartor, while a deadline for submissions to the State Government on a Coal & Allied plan to build 300 houses expires on February 1.

The Coal & Allied project was put on exhibition on December 5 but key documents about what the site would look like were unavailable on government and company websites until yesterday.

The secretary of the Catherine Hill Bay Progress Association, David Knock, said residents now had less than two weeks to digest hundreds of pages of vital information. Some of the documents were available at the council and club facilities but could not be photocopied, he said.

The association's request that the exhibition be extended for a month because of the difficulty in getting information was rejected.

Coal & Allied said the concept plan had not previously been placed on the internet because of its size. It has offered to make hard copies available on request.

Residents fear the tiny village's heritage and natural advantages will be lost if the population is allowed to expand so dramatically. "We will no longer be a heritage village; we will be a suburb," the president of the Progress Association, Sue Whyte, said.

