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Door open for talks on housing project
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Hiatus ... Catherine Hill Bay. Photo: Peter Stoop
LAWYERS and community groups have called on the Government to convene urgent negotiations with a developer over the fate of his housing plans at Catherine Hill Bay and nearby Gwandalan.

The day after the Land and Environment Court ruled invalid Rose Group's plans to build 787 houses at the two sites in the Lower Hunter region, the successful applicants in the landmark case said it was time the Government organised a ''facilitated discussion'' with Rose Group to get a better plan for local communities.

Kirsty Ruddock, principal solicitor at the Environmental Defenders Office, which ran the case, said the proposal to build 600 houses at Catherine Hill Bay was completely inappropriate and had to be redone.

''The whole thing needs to be reworked. We need a much more upfront community consultation mechanism so the community is not simply presented with a done deal.''

Ms Ruddock said Western Australia had a planning system that used ''facilitators'' to structure a discussion between developers and communities and that such discussions were the only practical way to proceed in the Lower Hunter.

The president of the Catherine Hill Bay Progress Association, Sue Whyte, agreed. She is putting together a delegation to meet the Planning Minister, Kristina Keneally, to find a way that community groups could modify the proposals.

''We would like to sit down with the developer and discuss the parameters of the development, to discuss issues like his plan to build on the headland to maximise his profit.''

Within hours of the court ruling invalid the Government's approval of the projects, Ms Keneally said there would be no appeal and no attempt to pass retrospective legislation, leaving uncertain the means by which the future of the proposals will be determined.

Aaron Gadiel, the chief executive of the Urban Taskforce, a developer lobby group, said the scuttling might have been avoided if the Government had taken his group's advice to adopt a more transparent and binding process when negotiating agreements with developers on contributions they would make to government when getting project approvals.

