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Fourth council member stands

THE STATE DECIDES 46 DYAS TO THE POLL 

LAKE Macquarie City councillor Laurie Coghlan will stand as an independent candidate at the March state election in the seat of Swansea. 

Cr Coghlan becomes the fourth Lake Macquarie councillor to announce he will contest the election, joining independents Greg Piper and Paul Scarfe and Liberal Ken Paxinos. 

Cr Coghlan said yesterday that he decided to stand because of support from the community and disappointment at the State Government. 

"I've had offers from long-time Labor Party people to assist me with my campaign," Cr Coghlan said. 

"For far too long we have been represented at state level by members who continually make excuses." 

He was concerned that the election of another Labor Party member would lead to "more of the same". 

Cr Coghlan, who has been a councillor for eight years including two stints as deputy mayor, said he wanted to give voters a choice. 

He was angry at the Government for reneging last year on funding the Lake Macquarie improvement project, which aims to improve water quality. 

After heavy criticism, the Government announced funding to extend the project, but Cr Coghlan said the money was not secured, because the project had to apply for it through the Hunter-Central Rivers Catchment Management Authority. 

"We'll be fighting for the money anyway," he said. 

Cr Coghlan said he would push for a high-level bridge or tunnel to replace the Swansea bridges. 

He was outraged that NSW Planning Minister Frank Sartor had stripped the council of its planning powers over development plans at Catherine Hill Bay. 

"Somebody needs to stand up in Parliament and say his decision was wrong and it needs to be revisited." 
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