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From 100 cottages to 1000 residences

Village fears its heritage value will be lost 

CATHERINE Hill Bay Progress Association is concerned that the Bay's heritage values will be obliterated by massive housing developments. 

The Department of Planning has released maps of Sydney developer Rosecorp's concept plan for the Bay. 

The map reveals a 60-hectare development on the Bay's headland, which had been zoned for conservation until Planning Minister Frank Sartor struck a deal with Rosecorp to develop the land. 

Mr Sartor will allow Rosecorp to develop 600 houses on the site in return for it giving up 310 hectares of its holdings in the area for a national park. 

Additionally, mining company Coal & Allied will develop 300 dwellings on 50 hectares at the Bay under a similar deal. 

The historic seaside village presently has 100 houses, mostly old mining cottages. 

"The village is being artificially expanded to 1000 houses in one fell swoop," association secretary Brian Cogan said last night. 

"We are by no means opposed to controlled development at Catherine Hill Bay, but the proposed developments are too big and overwhelming. 

"We are concerned the developments may obliterate the heritage values of the town. That will be tested by whether the village can gain a state heritage listing under these circumstances." 

Rosecorp managing director Bryan Rose said in a letter to the department that his company's plan includes residential and tourism development "largely confined to previously despoiled land". 

Mr Rose said the development will be "an extension of the existing village . . . consistent with the heritage characteristics of the area". 

It will include housing on the former Moonee Colliery site, shops, tourism accommodation, recreational facilities and water and sewerage services. 

Mr Cogan said the association will closely examine the plan's social, environmental and heritage issues and participate in its community consultation period. 

He said existing houses were built close to the town's main roads, so "additional traffic will make life very difficult for people if it's not managed properly". 

The department has also released a map of Rosecorp's plan for more than 300 houses at Gwandalan. 

Additionally, Coal & Allied will develop 90 dwellings on nine hectares at Nords Wharf and 700 dwellings on 80 hectares at Gwandalan. 
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