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Garrett may stop housing development

Catherine Hill Bay  - 1 October 2008

The federal Environment Minister has indicated he may block a massive coastal housing project south of Newcastle, in the New South Wales Hunter Valley, similar to his stance against the Nobbys Lighthouse redevelopment.

The State Government recently gave the green light to plans by the Rose Group to build 600 homes at Catherine Hill Bay, despite residents' claims it would ruin the area's unique heritage.

Federal Minister Peter Garrett says if it has a detrimental impact on the environment, particularly threatened species, then he may stop the development like he did with the Nobbys Lighthouse redevelopment.

"Those approvals still have to come to me to see whether there are matters of national environmental significance which may be impacted upon in a significant way," he said.

"I'll consider the state assessment process, I'll consider carefully what the community has brought forward by way of comment and any other additional information that I feel that I need and on that basis I will make that decision."
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