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Greens push for ICAC to review Sartor deals

Matthew Benns
September 14, 2008

Advertisement
SIX major developments personally approved by former planning minister Frank Sartor have been referred to the anti-corruption watchdog after it was revealed the developers had donated almost $1million to the NSW Labor Party.

Greens MP Sylvia Hale referred the cases to the Independent Commission Against Corruption and is now calling for an independent review of the planning approvals by a cross-party parliamentary panel.

"Mr Sartor may be gone but the mess he made of the planning system remains behind and needs to be cleaned up," she said.

"The Greens have identified six decisions by minister Sartor and his department that have provided enormous financial benefit to generous ALP donors."

The six developments given the personal tick of approval by Mr Sartor under his Part 3A planning powers include Stockland's 182 homes at Sandon Point on the South Coast and the 600 homes Rosecorp intends to build for $300million next to the heritage mining town of Catherine Hill Bay on the Wallarah Peninsula. Research by the Greens found Stockland donated $137,500 to the NSW ALP and Rosecorp donated $143,500 during the planning process.

Also referred to the ICAC are major residential developments proposed for Burwood in Sydney, Branxton and Bucketts Way in the Hunter Valley and Tralee near Queanbeyan.

"Nearly $900,000 has changed hands between these developers and the NSW ALP. All of them have received favourable decisions from Mr Sartor or his department, in at least three cases against independent advice," said Ms Hale.

"The favourable decisions by Mr Sartor in relation to these six developments have ranged from agreeing to take them out of the hands of local councils, to rezonings of land, to approval for final construction.

"The first step is to review these developments which threaten environmental and heritage damage across the state.

"A truly independent panel of planning, environmental and heritage experts should review those decisions."

A spokesman for new Planning Minister Kristina Keneally said: "The minister will not be reviewing or revisiting decisions which have already been made. All decisions made by the previous minister were already independently assessed by the Department of Planning.

"What the development industry as well as local stakeholders need is certainty. We will continue to roll out the planning reforms and each application which comes to the minister will be judged on its merits."

Mr Sartor dismissed the Greens as "extreme ideologues, the watermelons of the NSW Parliament" who could "go to ICAC until the cows come home".

"No one has been able to find any bias or any improper decisions made during my time as minister," he said.
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