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The historic Catherine Hill Bay jetty is headed for demolition, with no one interested in reusing it. 

Expressions of interest were called in September to reuse the jetty in a last-ditch attempt to save it from demolition. 

Jetty owner LakeCoal said yesterday there appeared to be no viable options for its conservation. 

Commercial and community interests were invited to suggest ways to retain the jetty as public infrastructure or a commercial venture, but no one responded. 

LakeCoal engaged heritage consultant Godden Mackay Logan to identify organisations able to provide a viable proposal. 

"The jetty clearly has heritage value, but it is a huge redundant industrial feature, well beyond its working life," Professor Richard Mackay, of the consultancy firm, said. 

LakeCoal will apply to the NSW Department of Industry and Investment to demolish the jetty. 

The public will be able to make submissions about the demolition plan, once it is lodged. 

Many divers and fishermen love the jetty because it attracts marine life. 

Surfers and many locals consider it an icon. 

The jetty would cost $3 million to restore and a further $3.5 million over 10 years to maintain. 

Catherine Hill Bay Progress Association president Sue Whyte said the association canvassed options to build a function room on the jetty. 

"The financial burden and insurance liability were the problems," Ms Whyte said. "Everybody is sad to see it go." 

Parts of the jetty will be kept for a memorial that will document its history. 

Authorities will consider establishing a reef in the jetty's place. 

"Before it gets pulled down, we want to run an art show that focuses on the jetty with categories for sculpture, painting and photography," Ms Whyte said. 

"It is the last of its type in Australia and we must honour and record it." 

The jetty was used for loading coal until 2002, when the Wallarah and Moonee collieries closed. 
