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Lake Macquarie survey finds rare plant
Surveys conducted as part of Coal & Allied's plans for residential development at Lake Macquarie have unearthed large numbers of one of the Hunter's most threatened plant species. 

The purple flowed tetratheca juncea, or black-eyed susan, was thought to exist in only 1,600 clumps throughout New South Wales.

But 20,000 clumps of the plant have been identified on Coal & Allied land at Catherine Hill Bay, Gwandalan and Nords Wharf.

Environmental consultant Craig Anderson says most of the clumps are on land earmarked for permanent conservation.

"That information has been passed on to Coal & Allied and certainly feeds into the assessment process that leads to the development and conservation outcomes," he said.

"At this point in time it is certainly the case from the initial concept plan footprint that the majority of this plant will be within the conservation lands to be transferred across to the State Government."

