Land battle goes to court
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IN a David and Goliath action, Gwandalan Summerland Point Action Group is set to take on the NSW Planning Department in the Land and Environment Court. 

The battle is over a big subdivision planned for Gwandalan. 

Action group president Kevin Spencer said former planning minister Frank Sartor approved the concept plan for Rose Group’s subdivisions at Gwandalan and Catherine Hill Bay and the project approval for Gwandalan just two days before he was sacked from his role in government. 

“This week, with the assistance of the Environmental Defender’s Office, the group has lodged a challenge against his approval with the Land and Environment Court,” Mr Spencer said. 

“Mr Sartor combined the Gwandalan proposal with the plan to develop Catherine Hill Bay, even though the two sites are 17km apart in different local government areas and have very little in common except both parcels of land are owned by the same developer, the Rose Group which was formerly Rose Corp. 

“Before the lodgment of the concept plan application, the Gwandalan and Catherine Hill Bay sites were zoned for environment protection, and the planning department had ranked these sites as the lowest priority for urban release due to their location,” Mr Spencer said. 

Mr Spencer said both sites also contained significant populations of the threatened plant species tetratheca juncea and were subject to many other environmentally sensitive issues. 

“The result of this court battle may have a bearing on the Coal and Allied proposal for a 700-lot subdivision on prime bushland at Crangan Bay, on the southern side of Gwandalan; 300 homes at Catherine Hill Bay and a 90-lot subdivision at Nords Wharf,” he said. 

