March in protest
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CATHERINE Hill Bay residents will march on a public meeting this evening to protest against what they claim is overdevelopment of their quiet seaside village. 

Mining giant Coal and Allied has scheduled a 6pm information session at the surf club to brief residents on plans for 300 new homes in the bay. 

The company intends to build another 90 homes on a 9ha block in nearby Nords Wharf, adding to the 600 new dwellings already planned by developer Rosecorp. 

Residents and Lake Macquarie council have raised concerns that the developments will ruin the character of the historic suburb, which comprises only about 100 homes, most of which are former miners' cottages. 

``Planning Minister Frank Sartor has made a deal [with the developers] to carve up the conservation-zoned land around the village for housing,'' Catherine Hill Bay Progress Association secretary Brian Cogan said. 

``In total, that is 10 times the size of the existing village, three times bigger than Swansea Heads and a third bigger than Pelican and Nords Wharf combined.'' 

The protest march is due to start at 5.30pm in the main beach car park. 

Both Rosecorp and Coal and Allied have promised to hand back most of their property holdings in the area for public use.
