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Planning Minister Frank Sartor declared last week that the State Government had obtained a good deal for the future of the Hunter by persuading two big landowners of Catherine Hill Bay to donate between 85 and 90 percent of their holdings for a national park in return for being able to develop the rest.

However, maps on the Department of Planning’s website showing development footprints at Catherine Hill Bay for the two companies, Rosecorp and Coal and Allied, raise questions as to whether the deal will be such a good one.

A national park on the fragile Wallarah Peninsula between Lake Macquarie and the Pacific Ocean will certainly be a gift to future generations. But it will be tragic if the national park has to be obtained at the cost of destroying the historic Catherine Hill Bay villages and landscape. The development footprints on the maps suggest that the villages will be swamped by big housing estates.

Mr Sartor has made himself the consent authority for developments at Catherine Hill Bay. While this gives him carte blanche, Mr Sartor would surely not want to go down in history as the man who destroyed a precious piece of Australia’s history. A society that obliterates its past faces a soulless future.

