New plan for heritage town comes up smelling of roses
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REVISED plans for a controversial development around the Central Coast heritage town of Catherine Hill Bay have been released by the State Government, with residents saying they have been improved.

However, concern remains about the prospect of more than 800 new houses being built around the old mining village.

Rosecorp property group's hefty concept plan was lodged after a government-appointed independent assessment panel said it could not support the company's previous proposal.

In April the panel found it did not comply with the NSW Government's coastal policy and design guidelines and best practice in coastal planning. The panel was also concerned about the "impacts on the scenic, aesthetic and cultural heritage qualities of the existing Catherine Hill Bay".

Rosecorp's revamped proposal has attempted to address the panel's concerns with a list of promises, including a plan to build the new houses away from the town's weatherboard cottages and to build walkways between the beaches.

"This is a marked improvement on where we have come from but we are very sceptical," said Brian Cogan, a Catherine Hill Bay resident. "The number of dwellings are still excessive and will be resisted."

Last October the Planning Minister, Frank Sartor, signed a memorandum of understanding with Rosecorp to build 600 houses around the village. His decision to wrest planning controls from the local council has since become a lightning rod for community groups critical of the Government's amendments to planning law.

Amendments to the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act dilute the power of other government agencies to veto developments, but after more than 2000 complaints about the Catherine Hill Bay plans, the independent panel was established to address their concerns.

It is chaired by a former chairwoman of Sydney Water, Gabrielle Kibble; a high-profile architect, Andrew Andersons, and the Heritage Council's chairman, Michael Collins.

