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No record of donation from developer

Debra Jopson
May 5, 2008

Advertisement
THE Labor MP Angela D'Amore did not declare a donation which the development company Rosecorp said it made to her campaign in its returns to the state election funding watchdog for last year's election, after it got planning approval for a $28 million project in her Drummoyne electorate.

Ms D'Amore had enthusiastically supported the development being taken out of the hands of the local council in a speech to State Parliament, and chaired three community consultations with residents over the development in 2005 and 2006.

The Planning Minister, Frank Sartor, who gave his approval, also did not declare a $1000 donation which Rosecorp Pty Ltd recorded as giving him on March 31, 2006, in its returns to the NSW Election Funding Authority.

This was just one week before he approved its plan - through its company Breakfast Point Pty Ltd - to build four five-storey buildings containing 128 dwellings at Mortlake on the Parramatta River.

"I can only assume that any such donation was paid to the ALP, because my campaign received no such donation," Mr Sartor told the Herald. He said there was absolutely no link between any donation and any development approval he gave.

He made such decisions "based on merit considerations alone" and it was totally false to suggest that any donation to the ALP had any bearing on the minister's decisions, he said. He made his decisions following advice from the independent civil service.

Rosecorp is one of the companies named in a Greens dossier being handed to the Independent Commission Against Corruption today alleging political donors receive more favourable treatment when the Government considers their developments after calling them in under Part 3A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act.

Ms D'Amore's declaration to the funding authority for last year's election revealed she disclosed $25,875 but this did not include $4000 that Rosecorp reported donating to her last year. Mr Sartor declared $1800 in donations, none from Rosecorp.

In a November 2005 speech to Parliament, Ms D'Amore applauded the Government's takeover as planning authority for the broader Breakfast Point redevelopment. "I assure Canada Bay Council that the State Government has the expertise, the knowledge and the ability to dictate things to the developer to ensure that those public facilities remain and that we have a world-class development in the state seat of Drummoyne."

She was at a reception with the company's executives at Breakfast Point earlier in the year.

Breakfast Point Pty Ltd declared that it gave $164,100 to the state Labor Party for last year's election, the authority's donor files show.

Using records from the authority and the Australian Electoral Commission, the Greens have found Rosecorp donated $143,600 to the ALP between March 2004 and April last year. Ms D'Amore could not be contacted.

