The Herald

No retrospective on $300m plans at Catherine Hill Bay and Gwandalan

BY DAMON CRONSHAW

19/06/2009 4:00:00 AM

PLANNING Minister Kristina Keneally revealed yesterday that she had no intention of introducing retrospective legislation to ensure that a $300 million development at Catherine Hill Bay and Gwandalan proceeds. 

Residents challenged the NSW Government's decision to approve the Rose Group's plan for 600 houses at Catherine Hill Bay and 187 dwellings at Gwandalan in the Land and Environment Court last week. 

The hearing lasted for three days, but a judgement was not expected for at least another month. 

Residents asserted that former planning minister Frank Sartor displayed bias in signing a deed with the Rose Group to allow development in exchange for 300 hectares of land for conservation. 

The Herald reported last week that NSW Government lawyers had proposed rushing retrospective legislation through Parliament over concerns that the court could rule the deed invalid. 

Ms Keneally said she could not comment on the "likely outcome" of the court case, but she confirmed there was no plan to change the law. 

"I have no intention at this stage to introduce retrospective legislation in regards to this matter," Ms Keneally said. 

Swansea MP Robert Coombs said any attempt to change the legislation would be "stupid". 

"It would be like moving the goalposts after the ball has been kicked," Mr Coombs said. 

"As far as I'm concerned, we should let the court decide." 

It is believed the Government is reluctant to pass retrospective legislation because of the bad publicity it would attract. 

The Herald reported last year that the Rose Group donated $112,200 to the NSW Labor Party from April 2007 last year to June 2008. 

