Panel on Bay gets Slammed
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A STATE Government move to appoint an independent panel to assess Rosecorp's development at Catherine Hill Bay is nothing more than a ``Mickey Mouse'' attempt to win more votes, according to the NSW Greens. 

Greens MP Lee Rhiannon made the claim yesterday, saying two of the panel's three members had direct links to the Government. 

Planning Minister Frank Sartor announced on Monday that he would appoint the panel to both look at Rosecorp's proposal for 600 homes on 60ha of land and listen to public concerns. 

But Ms Rhiannon said the panel was ``a cover for government decisions that have already been made behind closed doors''. 

``Frank Sartor would struggle to give examples of major development proposals that have been refused approval because of public outcry during his time as Planning Minister,'' she said. ``During 2005-2006, the minister called in and approved 316 out of 350 major projects and refused only 16.'' 

The panel is expected to hold a round of public hearings in February into Rosecorp's proposal before making recommendations to the State Government.
