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Sartor's Bay blues mount

Secret report against housing 

THE NSW Government is facing increased pressure over its support for new housing at Catherine Hill Bay with the emergence of a secret government document recommending against development in the historic village. 

A confidential draft cabinet document, obtained by The Herald, concluded that: "No development [should] occur at Catherine Hill Bay." 

It emerged as Lake Macquarie City Council prepared to present the Department of Planning with a scathing assessment of Sydney developer Rosecorp's concept plan for 600 houses at the Bay. 

The assessment said documentation provided with the proposal was "at times contradictory, confusing, poorly labelled or incorrectly labelled". 

"Outdated photos of the mine site give the wrong impression of what is currently on the site," it said. 

Rosecorp did not return calls yesterday but has consistently argued its development would occur on land "despoiled" by mining. 

But the council submission said: "It is misleading to refer to these sites as despoiled as considerable effort has gone into their rehabilitation." 

The secret cabinet document, written last year, reviewed mining company Coal & Allied's plans at the Bay. 

"The development areas proposed by . . . Coal and Allied for Catherine Hill Bay are not appropriate to the scale or location of existing settlements," it said. 

Planning Minister Frank Sartor struck deals with Coal & Allied for 300 houses and Rosecorp for 600 houses at the Bay in return for them handing over tracts of land for a national park. 

Mr Sartor said yesterday that the draft document "pre-dates the major environmental benefits" outlined in the deals. 

He said the deals were "a unique opportunity to transfer this land into public ownership and establish a new national park which secures the Wallarah Peninsula for the public forever". 

