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EXPRESSIONS of interest in standing for the seat of Swansea in March came from two corners yesterday. 

Lake Macquarie City councillor Kay Fraser said she was "seriously considering" running for ALP preselection, and oppponents to development at Catherine Hill Bay will stand an independent candidate in the state election. 

Milton Orkopoulos announced that he had resigned as the endorsed Labor candidate for Swansea after he was charged over alleged child sex offences. 

Cr Fraser, an electoral officer for federal member for Shortland Jill Hall, is a member of the ALP's Left faction, as was Orkopoulos. 

Cr Fraser said she was shocked and saddened by the incident. 

"I had a knot in my stomach yesterday and last night I couldn't sleep," Cr Fraser said. 

She believed the ALP would conduct a rank-and-file preselection for the seat within a week. 

But it is possible that the ALP's Right faction may try to directly appoint one of its own members as the party's candidate. 

In September, the ALP dumped sitting Newcastle MP Bryce Gaudry, a member of the Left, in favour of the Right's Jodi McKay. 

The move prompted a backlash among party members. 

"I hardly think they'd be wanting to do that in Swansea, after what has happened in Newcastle," Cr Fraser said. 

ALP assistant general secretary Luke Foley said yesterday that the party hierarchy would consider the matter "in the next few days". 

Asked if it would definitely be a rank-and-file ballot, Mr Foley said: "We haven't considered it yet." 

The independent candidate would represent the Wallarah Peninsula Alliance, which consists of 30 environmental and community groups in Lake Macquarie. 

The alliance has been fighting the plans of Sydney company Rosecorp to develop Catherine Hill Bay. 

Planning Minister Frank Sartor struck a deal with Rosecorp last month to allow 600 dwellings in return for it giving 310 hectares for a national park. 

Alliance spokesman Brian Cogan, who is also secretary of the Catherine Hill Bay Progress Association, said yesterday the group was talking to "three or four" possible candidates. 

"Our platform will be about integrity in government, honest dealing with the community and the hollowing out of coastal policy to suit developers," Mr Cogan said. 

The alliance would campaign against companies getting "backdoor" development rights. 

