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Pressure on ocean village

WHEN Rosecorp unveiled its Catherine Hill Bay plan in August 2003 it included 1100 dwellings on 60 hectares of ocean headland and 300 hectares destined for environmental protection. 

Now, more than three years later, the land trade-off remains intact and the dwellings have been cut to 600, but opposition remains as fervent as ever. 

Lake Macquarie and Wyong councils have been reduced to virtual spectators since the State Government took control of the planning process. 

Planning Minister Frank Sartor recently appointed a panel of experts to guide him in a decision, and they visited the village yesterday. 

Catherine Hill Bay Progress Association told the panel that more studies are needed. The Lake council, for its part, says ratepayers could be left with an $11.5 million infrastructure bill unless the Government squeezes more out of the developer. 

Rosecorp's plans are not the only challenge for Catherine Hill Bay and its sister village a few hundred metres to the north, Middle Camp. 

Coal & Allied, which grew rich on the bay's coal over the years, wants to build 300 houses in a 50 hectare cluster around Middle Camp. It would hand back more than 600 hectares of surrounding bush. 

Catherine Hill Bay and Middle Camp would be lucky to have 150 buildings between them and most of them are about a century old. The heritage values are high but the development pressures are immense. 

As welcome as the land trade-offs are, they are environmental measures, not substitutes for developer contributions to build the infrastructure that will be needed if the projects go ahead. 

As it happens, the Government's desire to avoid controversy before the March 24 election means a decision on either project is probably some way off. 

Catherine Hill Bay is a rare slice of history. Lake Mayor Greg Piper fears that development could take away its heritage character and village atmosphere. 

Mr Sartor needs to remember this when he weighs up the competing interests. 

