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The fight to save the historic Catherine Hill Bay village from over-development stepped up a notch yesterday, with about 200 people attending a protest rally.

About 900 new homes are proposed for the coastal area, angering residents who say the village is in a conservation zone and should be protected.

The executive director of the National Trust, Tina Jackson, is also worried large scale development will ruin the area.

"People are terribly concerned that if approved, the massive Catherine Hill Bay development will totally engulf the village," she said.

"It would set a precedent along the entire New South Wales coastline, raising developers' expectations that they could develop headlands and conservation areas and precious places like this."

