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Residents ready to use green bans to stop bay development
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Saying no … a banner in Catherine Hill Bay.
Photo: Darren Pateman
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AUSTRALIA'S architecture body has described State Government approval of a plan to build almost 800 dwellings at Catherine Hill Bay as "gross over-development", while residents have threatened to use green bans to block it.

The Planning Minister, Frank Sartor, yesterday approved Rose Corp's plan to build luxury apartments in the tiny coastal hamlet 100 kilometres north of Sydney after some modifications were made to the developer's plans.

However, the approval ignores the Government's coastal planning policy that aims to ensure the type, bulk, scale and size of development is appropriate for sensitive places such as Catherine Hill Bay, award-winning architect and Australian Institute of Architects Fellow, Peter Stutchbury, said.

"By any measure, including the Government's own planning policy, the Rose Corp proposal is a gross over-development that will completely disrupt the quiet community values of this unique maritime village," Mr Stutchbury said.

"The institute considers there is some room for future development that is sympathetic to the low-scale, modest nature of the existing building stock. What this coastal precinct does not need is an influx of 787 new houses in a village of two tiny settlements about one kilometre apart with a current total of 100 houses."

Under the deal, Rose Corp will give 305 hectares on the Wallarah Peninsula to the Government for national parks and local reserves.

But the Catherine Hill Bay Progress Association secretary, Sue Whyte, said residents were prepared to face arrest by participating in green bans, which would involve blockades and industrial action to stop construction.

"We'll be discussing with the unions about putting on green bans. We're back to the … bad old days when you need green bans to get things protected from the Government," she said.

