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Sartor offset land already protected: council planner

A STATE GOVERNMENT deal to offset proposed development at Lake Macquarie by asking developers to set aside land for conservation has been attacked. 

The developer Rosecorp, which wants to build 600 dwellings at Catherine Hill Bay and 312 at Gwandalan, has offered to give away 310 hectares for public conservation land. 

But the land was of limited development potential and was already zoned for environmental protection, says a planner at Lake Macquarie City Council. 

"It has low development potential because it is isolated from existing communities. There are very few community facilities in that area and the expense of putting those facilities in are quite high," said the council's chief strategic planner, Sharon Pope. 

An expert from the Environmental Defender's Office, Dr Renata Bali, said the environmental assessment report commissioned by Rosecorp did not assess any indirect effects of development, such as waste dumping. 

A joint managing director of Rosecorp, Bryan Rose, said his company only proposed development on areas spoiled by decades of mining. He said it was not true to say the free land was not suitable for development. 

Mr Rose said the Department of Planning did not ask Rosecorp to assess the ecological significance of that land because the Department of Environment and Conservation had already agreed its conservation value. 

The Herald yesterday reported that a cabinet document from within the planning department recommended that no development occur at Catherine Hill Bay. 

The Planning Minister, Frank Sartor, who will decide if the Rosecorp proposal can go ahead, said yesterday that the document referred to a separate block of land owned by another company. He said current zonings in the area permitted some development. 

The Mayor of Lake Macquarie, Greg Piper, who is running as an independent for the state seat of Lake Macquarie, said Rosecorp had not undergone the "long and torturous" process to which Stockland had been subjected for a similar development nearby. 

But Mr Sartor said Rosecorp was not getting an easier ride. 
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