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The historic village of Catherine Hill Bay will be swamped by new housing, according to maps released yesterday.

The maps, released on the Department of Planning’s website, show development footprints for companies Rosecorp and Coal and Allied.

Planning Minister Frank Sartor will allow Rosecorp to develop 600 dwellings in return for it giving up 310 hectares for a national park.

The development will be at the Bay’s southern end around its headland and the former Moonee Colliery.

Catherine Hill Bay Progress Association said the State Government had sacrificed the “unique heritage village to create a half-billion dollar windfall for a developer (Rosecorp)”.

Progress Association secretary Brian Cogan said the development would intrude into the village, which has only 100 houses, most of them historic mining cottages.

Coal and Allied will develop 300 dwellings on 50 hectares to the north and centre of the Bay.

Mr. Cogan described the extent of development depicted on the maps as frightening.

The mining company will also build 90 dwellings on nine hectares at Nords Wharf and 700 dwellings on 80 hectares at Gwandalan and Crangan Bay.

It will hand over 849 hectares for a national park on the southern Wallarah Penninsula.

Mr Sartor said last month he would consider heritage listing Catherine Hill Bay, but last Tuesday he confirmed in the Lower Hunter Regional Strategy that 110 hectares of the Bay would be developed.

Mr. Cogan said a heritage listing was now unlikely because the town’s heritage values will be “overwhelmed by new development”.

The association will continue to fight to modify the plans to better fit the town’s character.

It will be involved with a design review panel that Mr Sartor will set up for development at the Bay.

A Department of Planning spokesman said rezoning and concept plan processes were still to take place and detailed development applications would need to be lodged for subdivision designs.

The Nature Conservation Council said Mr Sartor had set a precedent that threatened the entire NSW coast and the National Trust of Australia called for an independent heritage assessment of the Bay.

