ABC Newcastle – 31st August 2007

Talks fail to quell housing plan concerns
Community groups say four days of talks with Coal and Allied on its proposed multi-million dollar housing projects has failed to address their concerns about overdevelopment on Lake Macquarie's coastline in the New South Wales Hunter region.

This week's forum included discussion with Government agencies, councils, environmental groups and residents on plans to build about 1,000 houses at Catherine Hill Bay, Gwandalan and Nords Wharf. 

Jennifer Hill from the Catherine Hill Bay Progress Association says the company's consultants appeared to have little knowledge of how the three projects would impact on the environment and character of the area.

"There was a lack of understanding of where the view impacts were, what slope conditions were and these are all critical things to determine alternatives," she said.

"The presentation of the information on the second day was confusing and it was actually necessary for some of the consultants to actually then have to do summary form, that meant that it took twice as long to actually clarify the issues."

