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Planning power blasted 

CATHERINE Hill Bay residents joined a rally in Hyde Park, Sydney, yesterday to protest against controversial government planning powers they believe will destroy the seaside suburb. 

Planning Minister Frank Sartor intends to use Part 3A planning powers to allow Rosecorp and Coal & Allied to develop 900 houses at the Bay in return for them giving up land for a national park. 

The planning laws, which were introduced in August 2005, allow the Government to override local government controls. 

Critics assert the laws have weak environmental standards. 

Wayne Grainger, a retired mineworker who has lived in the Bay for 30 years, said the developments would destroy the village and its heritage. 

"We don't go to Sydney very often but we'll do what we can to protect the village for our grandchildren and future generations," he said. 

Mr Grainger and wife Sandra were among about 50 Bay residents at the rally. 

Nancy Smyth and daughter Ria borrowed a 12-seater bus to take neighbours and supporters to the protest. 

"What the Government has done is outrageous," Mrs Smyth, who has lived in the Bay for 27 years, said. 

"It has struck a deal with developers to destroy a precious and unique piece of our heritage." 

NSW Greens MP Sylvia Hale told the rally the Greens would introduce a private member's bill to scrap the contentious Part 3A laws. 

Ms Hale said the Labor and Liberal parties had voted for the laws and received at least $18 million in developers' gifts since 2000. 

A spokeswoman for Planning Minister Frank Sartor said Part 3A laws cut red tape, made planning more efficient and maintained checks and balances and public consultation. 

She said the Government considered 400 development applications a year while councils dealt with 120,000. 

"When applicants come to the State Government for a decision, the minister needs to consider local interests and balance that with the broader public interest," the spokeswoman said. 
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